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Water Damage: The Critical Importance of |mmediate Response

Newport News, VA - August 29, 2011 — The aftermaitilurricane Irene is prompting property owners to
immediately respond to water damage at their hanesoffices. Property damage to a wet structuréirmaess until
the structure is dry. Getting estimates befordistarvork is analogous to taking bids for fire msttion work while
the house is still burning. One or two days of delan cause the cost and complexity of a water damkim to

climb by 100 percent to 200 percent or more.

Health and Safety

Few people are fully aware of the significant heaisks created when water-damaged structuresare n
dried out quickly. In recent years, however, sutiéanational attention has been given to suclbleros. For
example, individuals can become sick or die frospi@tory problems caused by exposure to some miglalsl
requires a very wet environment, and usually grimgomes, offices and other structures as a coeseguof
improperly mitigated water damage.

Molds may cause “sick building syndrome,” allergienptoms, and other health problems. Mold growth
sufficient to cause these effects is not alwaygven usually, visible to the naked eye. It is naften confined to
crawlspaces, wall and ceiling cavities, HVAC dugtiand other inaccessible locations. Many typesaifls
require high levels of liquid moisture during iaitigrowth, but when mature, mold can survive amaaéuce
indefinitely at much lower moisture levels, somedgras low as standard indoor humidity levels. Adicay to

Stephen King, owner ¢faul Davis Restoratioim Newport News, mold growth can be effectivelgyented only by

quick and efficient drying, which removes the moistnecessary for initial mold growth before it ¢gat a
foothold.

Other safety problems of water-damaged structurdsde:
* Collapse (Wet materials are heavier and weaker.)
< Electrocution (Electricity and standing water pasgeadly hazard.)
« Slip and fall (These accidents, and liability foein, are a danger until the water is cleaned up.)
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Damage that can be stopped by immediate response:
»  Furniture stains carpet permanently and sufferskang, splitting, and warping.
¢ Metal (including nails, screws, and cornerbead)rzetp rust and deteriorate.
« Drywall softens, swells, and is eventually compreei.
* Wood laths behind plaster swell, breaking keys Wwigicovide the physical bond of plaster to wall.
e Wood trim and structural members swell, warp, goid.s
e Electronic components corrode and malfunction.
« Plywood delaminates, and particle board buckles.
e Secondary damage (e.g., peeling paint and wallpapeilen cabinets, ruined photos) to many

materials is caused by elevated humidity.

“Structures which have suffered water damage ibestroperly dried as quickly as possible to mineniz

liability, reduce severity, and protect the healtloccupants,” said King.

For more information about minimizing water losseal 757-245-1994 or emaiking@pdr-usa.nevVisit

the website alvww.pdrnewportnews.confPaul Davis Restoration is located at 9644 Southg@ess Street in

Newport News, VA. The office serves customers irtngest Virginia including Augusta, Clarke, FreadtiPage,

Rockbridge, Rockingham, Shenandoah, and Warrentiesun

H#Hi#
Paul Davis Restoration, Inc. is a leading proviofgiire, water and mold damage restoration, costelganing and
reconstruction services for residential and comméproperties. Paul Davis Restoration office oveneationwide
are properly licensed individuals with certificat®from leading industry organizations like Thetitoge of
Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certificafid@@RC). Founded in 1966, Paul Davis Restoratios fnanchise

office locations throughout North America. Visietiwvebsite atvww.pdrestoration.com




